
Lee Town Council
Regular Meeting Minutes
May 5, 2026

Mayor:			   James Ruzicka 
Council President:         Ken Szostek
Council:		   Cindy Thomas, Lloyd Burke, & Ronnie Bass
Town Manager/Clerk:	   Sona Hayslett
Attorney:		   Rhett Bullard	
County Commissioner: Rick Davis
Absent:		   Rhett Bullard, Rick Davis, and Edwin McMullen


Mayor Ruzicka called the meeting to order.
 
Amend or Update Agenda
Council reviewed the agenda.

Mayor asked for a vote:
Action Item:
A motion to amend the agenda to add discussion of tax rate for 2026 -2027 under New Business as item 2 was made by Council President Szostek.  Councilman Burke seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

The Minutes for the April 7, 2026 Regular Council Meeting were reviewed by the Council.

Mayor asked for a vote:
Action Item:
A motion to accept the minutes as printed for the April 7, 2026 Regular Council Meeting was made by Councilman Bass.  Council President Szostek seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

Public Comments: 

Amon Doyle gave an update on the generators.  The portable generator only has 8 hours on it and 4 of those hours are from Ringpower when they tested it in September. Ringpower’s report stated the generator worked fine. The generators are supposed to run at least 4 hours a month as part of maintenance, and some of them have not shown much movement since the last inspection.  Mr. Doyle explained that the log sheets for the maintenance are supposed to be kept at each generator.  Mr. Doyle spoke to Dewayne O’Quinn about installing the plug at the water treatment plant.  This same plug is at all of the lift stations already so the portable generator can be used at each area when needed.  Mr. O’Quinn stated the switch on the portable generator is broke inside.  Mr. Doyle does not understand how the switch got broke because the generator has not moved since the last inspection from Ringpower in September when it was certified.  He recommends getting the man from Caro to fix the switch or get another backup due to hurricane season approaching.  Councilman Bass stated the switch is not a big issue to get fixed and stated that the issue is that we do not maintain and log these generators.  Mr. Doyle also stated the portable generator is almost completely out of fuel and the guys do not need to use the fuel that is in the steel portable fuel trailer.  That fuel trailer needs to be drained out and cleaned.  Fuel does not need to sit in it for long periods of time because it will rust.

 Mayor asked for a vote:
Action Item:
A motion to rent a generator for the season was made by Councilman Bass.  Council President Szostek seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

Councilwoman Cindy Thomas wanted to make sure that we are still proceeding to get the portable generator fixed.

Jennifer Williams, Auxiliary for the American Legion Post 422, gave her thanks to the Town of Lee and the Lee Volunteer Fire Department for what went into the Spirit of Patriotism Pageant that was held Saturday, May 2, 2026 at the Lee Business Complex Auditorium.  They had a good turn out and would like to do it again.

Mike Maurice spoke about being thankful for the support the family received due to the injuries and passing of Mr. Larry from the RV fire.

Old Business:
1.  Review of past due accounts

2.  Review of Renee Demps monthly report.

New Business:
1.  There was review of Resolution 2026-05 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF LEE, MADISON COUNTY Florida, ADOPTING MADISON COUNTY’S COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN that Leigh Basford, Madison County Emergency Management Director, gave an explanation on at last month’s meeting.
 
Mayor asked for a vote:
Action Item:
A motion to accept the Resolution 2026-05 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF LEE, MADISON COUNTY Florida, ADOPTING MADISON COUNTY’S COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN was made by Council President Szostek.  Councilman Burke seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

2.  There was discussion on setting a tentative tax rate for 2026 – 2027.  The current rate is 8.5%.

Mayor asked for a vote:
Action Item:
A motion to set the tentative tax rate at 8.5% was made by Councilman Burke.  Councilman Bass seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

Public Works:  Absent 

Fire Department: Heather Breckenridge gave a report of calls the department responded to for the month.  She stated that we are still under a burn band.  Four people are taking Fire Fighter 1 class.  A gentleman that volunteered as a teenager is back and helping with grant writing.  The department has been painting and doing a little updating in the building.

Town Manager:   None 

Bills:
	Utility:   #3980 - 3996; ACH #768 – 771; EFT #0401U – 0404U
	Utility Deposit Account: 1694
	Debt Service Account:   None
General:  #10277 – 10302; ACH#2019 – 2030; EFT#0401 - 0408

Mayor asked for a vote:
Action Item:
A motion to pay the bills was made by Councilman Bass.  Council President Szostek seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

Attorney Rhett Bullard:  Absent 

County Commissioner Rick Davis:  Absent 

Council Member Comments:

Council President Bass:  Stated that he was surprised at how good the gym looked when he saw pictures from the pageant.  We are creating our own dump unloading stuff out back of trees and broken up cement.

Councilman Burke:   None

Councilman Szostek:  The concrete from the busted sidewalk is still there and needs cleaned up.

Councilman McMullen:  Absent

Councilwoman Thomas:  

Mayor Ruzicka:  Form 1 for the Financial Disclosures is due by July 1st.  Qualifying period for counsel positions is from noon on June 8th to June 12th noon.  The county is working with a company on potentially placing a life flight helicopter behind the new fire station in Lee next to the interstate.  The helicopter will stay in county and have a crew assigned to it.  The county is asking us to waive the permitting process and give permission for Madison County to handle that process.  

Mayor asked for a vote:
Action Item:
A motion to allow Madison County to handle the permitting process of placing life flight behind the new fire station in Lee was made by Councilman Burke.  Councilwoman Thomas seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                           ________________________________
James Ruzicka, Mayor

Attested:  ___________________________________
                          Trisha Burke, Deputy Clerk
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